
Looking Ahead 

Pastor:  Caleb Kowalko 
Email:  pastor@calgaryfirstmennonite.ca 

 

Children’s Worker:  Christine Hansplant 
Email:  Christine@calgaryfirstmennonite.ca 

Wed., Oct. 4 9:30 - 11:00 Drop-in Neighbourhood Playgroup 

Thurs., Oct. 5 7:30 pm Council of Church Ministries’ Meeting over Zoom 

Sun., Oct. 8 
Thanksgiving 

———- 
11:00 am 

No Sunday School Classes Today 
Worship Service with Pastor Caleb - Food Bank Collection 

 

Wed., Oct. 11 
9:30 - 11:00 

1:00 pm 
Drop-in Neighbourhood Playgroup 
Worship Ministry Meeting 

 
Sun., Oct. 15 

10:00 am 
11:00 am 
12:00 pm 
4:30 pm 

Sunday School classes Pre-Kindergarten to Adults 
Worship Service with Pastor Caleb 
Youth Event 
Rita Dahl Book Launch/MCC Fundraiser 

Here at First Mennonite 
 

Would you like to learn to ring handbells?  We would like to put together a group of new 
and experienced ringers to play for Advent and beyond!  If you are interested in joining us, 
or just want to know more please contact Jenn Ratzlaff or speak to her in person!  No prior 
musical knowledge is required! 

Beyond First Mennonite 
 

Mennonite Church Alberta (MCA) is seeking a Treasurer.  This is a 0.3 FTE Contract 
Position reporting to the MCA Executive Minister.  The MCA Treasurer works remotely 
from their home office.  Please express your interest in this position be emailing your cover 
letter and resume to both: 

Doug Wiebe - MCA Personnel Committee Chair: 
douglasjwiebe@gmail.com 

and 
Tim Wiebe-Neufeld - MCA Executive Minister 

execmin@mcab.ca 
 

Help us promote peace amid polarity with Mennonite Central Committee (MCC) Alber-
ta's Live In Harmony T-Shirt Design Contest!  The contest is open to all Albertans aged 13-
30 years.  For more information, call the MCC Alberta office in Calgary at: 

403-275-6935 
 

Mennonite Church Alberta (MCA) features one church each month in the “A Window 
Into...Our Mennonite Congregations” series.  The congregation being featured for Octo-
ber is Holyrood Mennonite Church in Edmonton.  Learn more at: 

mcab.ca/windows2023 

  

                Calgary 

First menNonite 
                                                       church 

2600 Richmond Road SW, Calgary, AB T3E 4M3 
Phone:  403-249-8784 

Email:  info@calgaryfirstmennonite.ca 

 

Sunday, October 1, 2023 

“Grieving Thomas” by Lauren Wright Pittman 



Worship Leader:  Rob Ratzlaff 
Accompanist:  Elsie Wiebe 

October 1, 2023 
Worship Service ~ 11:00 am 

Gathering 

Hymn of Gathering Open Our Eyes, Lord (MM #38) 

Passing the Peace  

Opening Words  

Call to Worship  

Prayer of Illumination  

Proclaiming  

Hymn of Praise Why Must Doubt Be Such a Bad Thing? (insert) 

Scripture Reading John 20: 19 - 29 

Prayer of Confession  

Children’s Weaving Time  

Hymn of Praise We Walk by Faith (VT #588) 
vv. 1 - 3 

Message “Poor Doubting Thomas” 
Jenn Ratzlaff 

Responding 

Hymn of Communion Come to the Table of Grace (VT #461) 

Communion  

Sharing Our Joys & Concerns  

Prayers of the People  

Sending 

Benediction  

Hymn of Sending God, Be the Love (VT #43) 
(vv. 3 & 5) 

The Worship Team Meeting (lunch included) will begin 
in the church basement 

immediately following the worship service. 

Please place your offering into the collection box, located on the sound desk at the back of 
sanctuary.  Or, send your donations to Calgary First Mennonite Church through 

Interac e-Transfer to:  treasurer@calgaryfirstmennonite.ca 

 

This fall we are exploring different ways we experience “unraveling” and where we find 

God in those times.  Week by week we will be creating an intergenerational art piece 

that represents how God weaves us back together when life becomes unraveled. 

Sunday School Classes ~ 10:00 am 
Pre-kindergarten - Grade 2 
Grades 3 - 6 
Grades 7 - 12 
Adults 
Adult Visio Divina 

Lower Sunday School Wing 
Upper Sunday School Wing 
Upper Sunday School Wing 

Pastor Caleb’s Office (Main Floor Sunday School Wing) 
Boardroom (Main Floor Sunday School Wing) 

Pre-K - Grade 12 meet in the basement 
on the 2nd, 4th & 5th Sundays 

Call to Worship 
 

Leader:  So much in life is unpredictable. 

All:  Life begins and ends. 

Leader:  The weather changes. 

All:  Love surprises us. 

Leader:  Doors close. 

All:  Others open. 

Leader:  Life is unpredictable, 

Leader:  But what we can count on is finding God in this space 

All:  For this is God’s house, and all are welcome. 

Leader:  So bring your questions and concerns, your doubts and wonderings, 

For in the midst of this unpredictable life, we can predict this: 

All:  Love lives here. 

All:  Let us worship God. 

 
Notebooks and pencils are a tangible message of God’s love for families around the world who 
have been forced to flee their homes or struggle to afford basic school supplies.  Without these 
items, many kids can’t get the education they desperately need.  Together, we can share God’s 
love with our global neighbours by giving the gift of education through erasers, pencils and 
more!  For our FMC Fall Giving Project, 325 School Kit Bags have been prepared and are ready 
to be sent!  Thank you to everyone that made this possible! 


